APPENDIX I

SURREY'S CONTRIBUTION TO ENGLISH
LITERATURE

The poetry of Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey, was written
in the second quarter of the sixteenth century. When Surrey
and his immediate predecessor, Sir Thomas Wyatt, the Elder,
began to write there was no dominant English literary tradi-
tion.1 The rapid change in the language and the instability of
social conditions during the fifteenth century had interrupted
literary continuity in England. Knowledge of the poetic tech-
nique of Chaucer had been lost, and excepting only the songs,
the metrical forms in which poets of that time cast their writings
have little to commend them to the modern ear. The four out-
standing faults which characterize this poetry are: (i) looseness
and disorderliness of meter; (2) clumsiness of diction, now
gaudy, now grotesque; (3) indistinctness and awkwardness of
expression; (4) desultory exuberance of treatment both in
matter and in thought.2

A great reformation of English metrics and versification took
place in the sixteenth century. As recognized by The Arte of
English Poesie in

In the later end of [Henry VTIFs] raigne spro[n]g vp a new company
of courtly makers, of whom Sir Thomas Wyat th 'elder and Henry
Earle of Surrey were the two chief taines, who hauing trauailed into
Italic, and there tasted the sweete and stately measures and stile
of the Italiajn] Poesie as nouices newly crept out of the schooles
of Dante, Arioste, and Petrarch, they greatly pollished our rude &
homely maner of vulgar Poesie, from that it had bene before, and
for that cause may iustly be sayd the first reformers of our English
meetre and stile. . . . Henry Earle of Surrey and Sir Thomas Wyat,
betweene whom I finde very litle difference, I repute them (as
before) for the two chief la[n]ternes of light to all others that haue
1 Cf. Berdan, p. 504.
2 Cf. Saintsbury, Hist. ofEng. Prosody (London & New York, 1906), I, 304-